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cut-price Paris Chic
Margaret Arnbrose, who now spends part of her year in France,
reports on the best Parisian shopping birgains
pHoroGR{pHED By rHE AUTHOR Atw nv Jacr< yax

coT rr N PAFrs,'said my friend Rachel, fl]c<lng her hair. The
expressiofs of our unch compan ons showed they were impressed
Rache was wearing a sheer Gucc shirt, which was stunning, but
the truth was, the same shirt was hanging in the winclow of a Guccl
store not bo m from where we were unching. What really niade it
special was not that it was a designer label lt was a cles gner gar_
ment from Parls. ln fact lt wasn't a garment at all lt was a piece

In the 'bos, Audrey Hepburn travel ed to paris every few rnonths to be
outfltted by Huberl de G venchy. Other movie stars macle the trip also,
llecause it was a universally accepted fact that garments purchased
I Parls were that rnuch rnore specialthan a others. And evef though
France's ieading designers D or, Chanel, yves Saint Laurent, ancl yes
even Givef chy-have stores n practically every major c ty in the wof d,
the mystique of buying couture in Pars rema ns.

When I f rst arrived in Paris, was stunnecl by the extent to wh ch my
fr ends who ived there embraced deslgner couture Regu ar young
woraen on regular wages-no rratter what their circunrstances, they a l
had tems of destgner cloth ng in their wardrobe The niystery deepenecl
when I discovered the cost of actualy living in paris Howcouldthese
women, many of whom earned ess than me, afforc{ to buy hlgh fashion
n Paris?

A few shopp ng days (and a lot of pleading) later, my friends sharecl
wth me their secret: buying des gner labe s on a buclget is possible. t,s
lLrsi a case of knowing where to go and what to ool< Jor

Select your pieces
To BEG N wtTH, not every item of clothing needs to come wth a label
And for should t Pain coioured T-sh rts and skiwies loo<the same no
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matter wnere they are purchased Sure, they,re not going to last
but then what white T shirt ever does?

For basic iterns, the names you need to <now are Tati and M
prix. Tatl is a French lnstitution and a popular shopping destinat
even the rrost well heeled Parislan women. Mof oprix ls classed
su permari<et, but many out ets stoc < a great variety of reasonab
i .e1 " .  Bo.n d.e s tores dt l  o \6r  Ddr .s .

Discount designer stores
CUr pR cED courURF is avallable in paris, if Vou l<now where to' '  \o-  .e  go,  o b ' -  o '  , r  p .  o  enjo)  . -e  t1 , i '  o l  Cl isco.e-1q .^e o" l
.- ; | -"'i. .r Le Mouton a Cinq pattes, rr . e 6. .o_ i
rnultitude of designer labels for mef and women, originating fror
shows from around Europe. This store is crarnmed with boxes ar
and you have to be prepared to rumrnage. Stay focused-paris f
abounds with tales of designerlabel gems picl<ecl up at a fractiol
bout ctue Drice.

The shopping experience at Ill labilleur, jf the 3rd, is more I
friendiy (stoc < is sorted and arranged by label)and baroatns are c
eeo. c.oc Ing aoet sLLh o- | el^.lul a g dncl V". . ^ si oo , f
sdr t t ron50per ,  en-o ' f  L- lab eL-se 5 ldrqe,  p-o o- l ine o ie,
rterns used n catwal< shows, although un ess you,re bullt i l<e Na
C -d'. , hdn ec dr6 oL, "^o1 , oe -al ing fore on^ o the"e.

For the argest number of designer bargains ln one place, pen(
v slt to rue d'Al6sia in the 14th. The street is linecl w th stores th
stoc < from prev ous designer collections, ancl inclucle the aDflv-n
Cacharel  Stock,  SR Store \ , \ - rh5a5oo-a- l \  ^ ,  drdCe.
?ech GR Stock. rr --c dslio^ ho ."es o d. r .plt t, l 6.a >tol
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i Cinq Pattes
rue Grdgoire de Tours, paris 6e
r 43.29.73.56

;ed

,boulevard Victor Hugo

r 4 3 2 8 4 2 4 3

rue de Poitou, paris Je
r +3-87,77-r2

D6p6t-Vente de Buci Bourbon
rueBourbon le Chateau, paris 6e
r46  34  45  05

rue dAldsia, Paris r4e
\ 454087  73

rue dAldsia, Paris r4e
r 4 5 4 2 5 a a 4

dAldsia, Paris r4e
r 4J 95 06-13

,-^ -Don't 
be alarn.recl at the thought of wearing iterrrorn a season or two before lt,s now called ,vinta,
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Vente de Buci -Bourbon.  -  ^6,  . ,  -  " ,a .o-rnaunt ot l(ate Nloss and Hdldfa Chnsrensen and snats, coats, dresses and accessories from the,60{

Funl<y designer threadsI  ou\DS oB.  o b .  -ec,o o o-  >o,c j  na l  Do, ,  ^  g C"o"-nrooKs the same no matter n what city the *"ur"r .*un. uro,inl.'i
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Bleu
rue du Cherche Midi
6e

r 4 2 2 2 4 7 9 4

rue dAldsia, paris r4e
r 45'39-97 -27

Tiquetonne, paris 2e
r 4 2 2 r r 7 3 7


